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  With the Boys Tennis schedule completed the previous week the Spring 2022 
season continued for three other varsity programs.  The Baseball team had two 
games, Softball had three and the Track & Field team had one meet last week.  
And, prior to the start of post-season play, the regular seasons are winding down to 
just a few more games.  Wednesday’s and Friday’s game were washed out due to 
rain.   

TRACK & FIELD 

  The Blue Raider runners, jumpers and throwers competed at Trinity on Tuesday 
and head coach Adam Shaffer noted some of the highlights of the meet.  As a team 
he noted that 34 personal bests were recorded for his athletes, that featured 25 
different athletes in 22 events.  Kalie Brown set PBs in 100 meter hurdles, 300 
meter hurdles, 1600 meter run and 3200 meter run.   

  Others of note were Vincent Corradi setting a personal best in the high jump at 
5’8”, up 6 inches from his previous mark.  Corradi also placed second in the long 
jump with a distance of 18” ½”.  Shaffer also pointed out the effort of Jose 
Sanchez who competed for the first time in the triple jump, placing third with a 
36’3” effort.  On the girls’ side, Tamia Hill-Johnson set her own personal best in 
the shot with a heave of 32’10 ½”. The throw moved her into the top 10 in 
Middletown Track & Field history.   

BASEBALL  

  Coming off a bit of rough stretch the baseball team had the unenviable task of 
taking on East Pennsboro twice in the same week.  An earlier game had been 
postponed due to weather, forcing the team to face the Panthers just a couple days 
apart.  East Pennsboro is one of the top teams in the Mid Penn and finished the 
week with a 12-3 overall record, 9-2 in the Capital Division.  The Blue Raiders sit 
in third place in the division behind the Panthers and Camp Hill.  

East Pennsboro 10, Middletown 0 

  Monday’s game at East Pennsboro did not go well for the Raiders who were a bit 
banged up.  The host Panthers shut out the Middletown side in the 10-0 decision 
that ended in the sixth inning.  The Middletown batters were limited to just one hit 
in the game by ace pitcher Nick Kirkessner.   



  The Panthers scored 3 runs in the third inning against starter Landon Cochran, 1 
in the fourth and 4 more in the fifth.  Two more runs in the bottom of the sixth with 
reliever Matt Wagner on the mound ended the game via the 10-run rule.  The 
Middletown defense also committed 4 errors in the loss.  East Pennsboro collected 
9 hits in the win.  

East Pennsboro 3, Middletown 2 

  In a much more competitive effort on Thursday at home the Blue Raiders hung 
tough with the Panthers but lost a heartbreaker 3-2.  Nick Crognale pitched a very 
good game, but his effort was slightly overshadowed by East Penn starter Aaron 
Angelo who limited the Middletown batters to 6 hits.  One of those hits, however, 
was a solo home run by Ryan Souders in the bottom of the second inning.  

  East Pennsboro scored a single run in the top of the second inning on a fielder’s 
choice grounder.  The Raiders answered in the home half with Souders’ leadoff 
round tripper that cleared the left field fence. It was the senior catcher’s second 
homer of the season.  The score remained deadlocked at 1-1 until the top of the 
fifth when the Panthers plated two runs to take a 3-1 lead. The first run came on a 
single by Kirkessner and the second one came on a bases loaded walk with Tyson 
Leach on in relief of Crognale.  

  Leach held the Panthers scoreless the rest of the way and the Blue Raiders scored 
their second run in the bottom of the sixth.  With one out Leach and Max Dupes hit 
back-to-back singles and Leach was batted in on a hit by Souders.  In the bottom of 
the seventh, Braelan Huber reached base on an error with two outs and Jonah 
Troup walked to put two runners on board.  But Huber was thrown out at third 
trying to steal, the out ending the game and denying the home team a chance to 
rally.   

SOFTBALL 

Middletown 5, East Pennsboro 2 

  The girls softball team started off a busy week with an exciting 5-2 victory over 
East Pennsboro at home.  The Panthers came into the game as slight favorites and 
had their ace Jackie Capers in the pitching circle.  But Mike Thomas’s team played 
one of its best games of the season and claimed the 5-2 win over their guests.  The 
Middletown batters got to Capers for 10 hits in the triumph.  Chloe Kahler had 3, 
including a 2-run double, Carly Dupes had 2 hits, and Allie Cleland, Sara 
Dintiman, Christine Miller, Luvi Balliet and Delayni Landis had 1 each.   



  Miller earned the pitching victory, going 7 innings, striking out 4 and yielding 
just 4 hits.  Miller had a 1-2-3 inning to start the game and the Lady Blue Raiders 
scored 3 runs in the home half to grab the early lead.  

  Cleland led off with a single, Cadence Lines was hit by a pitch and Dintiman 
followed with an RBI single for the first run.  On a 3-1 pitch Kahler doubled off 
the center field fence to drive in the other two.  East Pennsboro scored in the top of 
the second and another in the top of the third to make it a 3-2 game.  The score 
held up until the Raiders scored twice in the bottom of the fifth inning.  

  Kahler and Balliet led off with back-to-back singles. With one out Landis singled 
but Kahler was out at home on a good defensive play by the Panthers.  But Dupes 
smacked a 2-run double to left to push the Middletown lead to 5-2 before the 
inning ended.  From there it was a matter of Miller and the defense preserving the 
lead.  In the top of the sixth the Panthers put the first two runners on base, 
threatening to score.  But Cam Martinez made a great catch in center field and a 
throw home caught the runner at the plate for a double play.  A pop out ended the 
threat.   

  Two Middletown runners were stranded in the bottom of the sixth keeping the 
score unchanged. Miller got the first two batters out on a fly ball and ground out 
and then induced a pop out with a runner on base to end the game and lock up the 
big win.  

Trinity 14, Middletown 4 

  The Lady Raiders did not fare as well on Tuesday, suffering a 4-14 loss to 
Trinity.  The Raiders were held to 5 hits and scored two runs in the top of the fifth 
inning and two more in the top of the sixth, not enough to keep the game going, 
and the game ended early.  The host Shamrocks scored 3 runs in the first inning, 2 
in the third and 1 in the fourth before erupting for 8 in the fifth to put the game out 
of reach.  Cleland had a pair of hits for the Raiders, Dintiman had one hit with 2 
RBIs and Kahler and Balliet recorded RBIs in the loss.   

Middletown 17, Lancaster Catholic 5 

  Hits and runs were not hard to come by for the Lady Blue Raiders on Thursday at 
Lancaster Catholic in their 17-5 rout.  The Middletown team scored 17 runs on 19 
hits and Miller pitched 6 innings and yielded just 6 hits in the win.  Middletown 
scored 2 runs in each of the first three innings, collected 8 runs in the top of the 
fourth and 3 more in the top of the sixth the end the game after six innings.   



  Dupes was one of the stars at the plate, going 4-for4 with 4 runs batted in.  
Cleland went 3-for-4 with 4 RBIs and Landis went 3-for-4 with an RBI. Dintiman 
(3-for 4, 2 RBIs), also led the way.  Other hitters were Lines (1 for 3, 2 RBIS), 
Kahler (2-for-3), Balliet (1-for-4, 1 RBI), and Martinez (2-for-4, 1 RBI).   


